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Field and primary mechanism of support 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

Total, all surveyed fields:
...........................................Total, all types 303,305 309,429 311,064 307,446 306,225 304,029 303,095 309,466
............................................Fellowships 28,167 28,685 28,481 28,443 28,352 28,395 28,579 29,545
..........................................Traineeships 14,892 14,953 15,051 15,375 14,871 13,771 14,402 14,163

.......................Research assistantships 86,339 88,301 89,915 87,917 85,713 85,836 85,961 88,891
........................Teaching assistantships 63,753 65,435 64,974 64,112 63,877 63,530 63,211 64,241

...........................Other types of support 110,154 112,055 112,643 111,599 113,412 112,497 110,942 112,626

Total, science and engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 274,343 277,640 276,615 270,610 267,579 263,790 261,477 265,867
............................................Fellowships 26,337 26,741 26,406 26,306 25,955 26,020 26,167 26,910
..........................................Traineeships 9,873 10,106 10,150 10,450 10,198 9,464 9,670 9,352

.......................Research assistantships 82,561 84,547 85,787 83,666 81,609 81,266 81,233 83,933
........................Teaching assistantships 61,366 63,061 62,309 61,392 60,975 60,520 60,188 61,302

...........................Other types of support 94,206 93,185 91,963 88,796 88,842 86,520 84,219 84,370

Sciences, total:
...........................................Total, all types 201,880 205,731 206,878 204,552 203,300 199,715 197,850 199,784
............................................Fellowships 20,272 20,621 20,457 20,373 20,346 20,315 20,653 20,896
..........................................Traineeships 8,885 9,077 9,237 9,449 9,335 8,600 8,805 8,589

.......................Research assistantships 55,180 56,788 57,970 56,791 55,276 54,526 54,045 55,470
........................Teaching assistantships 50,706 52,080 51,726 51,374 51,114 50,516 50,242 50,747

...........................Other types of support 66,837 67,165 67,488 66,565 67,229 65,758 64,105 64,082

Physical sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 30,128 30,025 29,463 28,289 27,373 26,319 25,909 26,159
............................................Fellowships 2,805 2,691 2,401 2,309 2,162 2,091 2,080 2,174
..........................................Traineeships 695 742 665 672 630 517 479 381

.......................Research assistantships 12,339 12,180 12,247 11,717 11,405 11,171 10,945 11,162
........................Teaching assistantships 11,675 11,972 11,717 11,482 11,042 10,719 10,698 10,707

...........................Other types of support 2,614 2,440 2,433 2,109 2,134 1,821 1,707 1,735

Earth, atmos., & ocean sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 10,535 10,878 10,951 10,782 10,311 9,987 9,992 10,057
............................................Fellowships 888 898 864 892 866 810 920 924
..........................................Traineeships 120 153 138 131 131 89 113 107

.......................Research assistantships 4,488 4,615 4,715 4,528 4,204 4,147 3,985 4,142
........................Teaching assistantships 2,339 2,407 2,393 2,414 2,396 2,513 2,445 2,481

...........................Other types of support 2,700 2,805 2,841 2,817 2,714 2,428 2,529 2,403

Mathematical sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 14,066 13,892 13,546 12,787 12,384 11,591 11,129 11,175
............................................Fellowships 1,394 1,350 1,203 1,291 1,275 1,195 1,091 1,022
..........................................Traineeships 220 258 244 216 177 176 153 106

.......................Research assistantships 1,334 1,352 1,466 1,376 1,237 1,314 1,134 1,209
........................Teaching assistantships 7,484 7,336 7,340 7,026 6,905 6,506 6,370 6,561

...........................Other types of support 3,634 3,596 3,293 2,878 2,790 2,400 2,381 2,277

Computer sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 15,995 16,036 15,599 15,430 15,858 16,761 18,070 20,186
............................................Fellowships 839 801 893 895 901 920 983 974
..........................................Traineeships 142 210 245 223 187 196 210 198

.......................Research assistantships 3,561 3,660 3,768 3,795 3,863 3,920 4,181 4,732
........................Teaching assistantships 3,439 3,504 3,305 3,294 3,291 3,548 3,689 4,214

...........................Other types of support 8,014 7,861 7,388 7,223 7,616 8,177 9,007 10,068

Agricultural sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 9,109 9,102 9,132 9,156 8,882 8,677 8,529 8,668
............................................Fellowships 472 522 513 449 424 427 431 428
..........................................Traineeships 110 153 116 124 121 113 98 74

.......................Research assistantships 5,126 5,191 5,342 5,297 5,105 5,021 4,899 5,029
........................Teaching assistantships 774 867 872 924 928 924 990 1,114

...........................Other types of support 2,627 2,369 2,289 2,362 2,304 2,192 2,111 2,023

Biological sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 42,911 44,787 46,346 46,597 46,027 45,232 45,296 45,442
............................................Fellowships 4,983 5,165 5,474 5,317 5,216 5,425 5,616 5,785
..........................................Traineeships 4,820 4,895 5,207 5,292 5,336 5,017 5,194 5,271

.......................Research assistantships 17,407 18,598 19,168 19,008 18,427 18,282 18,013 18,203
........................Teaching assistantships 8,527 8,721 8,932 8,858 8,903 8,706 8,647 8,242

...........................Other types of support 7,174 7,408 7,565 8,122 8,145 7,802 7,826 7,941

Psychology:
...........................................Total, all types 28,151 28,696 28,938 28,829 29,141 29,356 28,898 28,615
............................................Fellowships 1,807 1,883 1,807 1,790 1,905 2,062 2,264 2,366
..........................................Traineeships 1,117 1,070 993 1,060 1,114 994 1,020 937

.......................Research assistantships 3,907 4,156 4,209 4,186 4,268 4,248 4,264 4,242
........................Teaching assistantships 5,454 5,927 5,713 5,781 5,810 5,840 5,608 5,647

...........................Other types of support 15,866 15,660 16,216 16,012 16,044 16,212 15,742 15,423

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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Social sciences:
...........................................Total, all types 50,985 52,315 52,903 52,682 53,324 51,792 50,027 49,482
............................................Fellowships 7,084 7,311 7,302 7,430 7,597 7,385 7,268 7,223
..........................................Traineeships 1,661 1,596 1,629 1,731 1,639 1,498 1,538 1,515

.......................Research assistantships 7,018 7,036 7,055 6,884 6,767 6,423 6,624 6,751
........................Teaching assistantships 11,014 11,346 11,454 11,595 11,839 11,760 11,795 11,781

...........................Other types of support 24,208 25,026 25,463 25,042 25,482 24,726 22,802 22,212

Engineering, total:
...........................................Total, all types 72,463 71,909 69,737 66,058 64,279 64,075 63,627 66,083
............................................Fellowships 6,065 6,120 5,949 5,933 5,609 5,705 5,514 6,014
..........................................Traineeships 988 1,029 913 1,001 863 864 865 763

.......................Research assistantships 27,381 27,759 27,817 26,875 26,333 26,740 27,188 28,463
........................Teaching assistantships 10,660 10,981 10,583 10,018 9,861 10,004 9,946 10,555

...........................Other types of support 27,369 26,020 24,475 22,231 21,613 20,762 20,114 20,288

Chemical engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 5,914 6,017 6,069 5,925 5,879 5,736 5,568 5,547
............................................Fellowships 733 718 701 779 757 818 713 834
..........................................Traineeships 153 123 98 105 93 94 97 65

.......................Research assistantships 3,012 3,114 3,268 3,104 3,049 2,964 2,879 2,922
........................Teaching assistantships 1,005 1,017 938 906 916 916 890 958

...........................Other types of support 1,011 1,045 1,064 1,031 1,064 944 989 768

Civil engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 12,047 12,026 12,211 11,813 11,413 11,002 10,725 10,857
............................................Fellowships 798 888 867 892 862 833 790 833
..........................................Traineeships 213 205 187 189 175 176 178 191

.......................Research assistantships 3,917 4,013 4,190 4,183 4,092 3,966 3,845 4,083
........................Teaching assistantships 1,611 1,791 1,871 1,817 1,761 1,752 1,743 1,763

...........................Other types of support 5,508 5,129 5,096 4,732 4,523 4,275 4,169 3,987

Electrical engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 20,347 19,764 18,799 17,644 17,442 18,318 18,804 19,561
............................................Fellowships 1,489 1,446 1,478 1,434 1,376 1,378 1,313 1,359
..........................................Traineeships 160 169 145 155 152 122 133 76

.......................Research assistantships 6,807 6,881 6,763 6,645 6,871 7,463 7,651 8,328
........................Teaching assistantships 3,350 3,343 3,167 3,067 3,128 3,289 3,290 3,333

...........................Other types of support 8,541 7,925 7,246 6,343 5,915 6,066 6,417 6,465

Industrial engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 5,873 5,709 5,729 5,144 4,988 4,935 4,705 5,145
............................................Fellowships 266 281 270 299 234 238 251 242
..........................................Traineeships 27 48 32 37 14 21 24 22

.......................Research assistantships 1,209 1,252 1,307 1,319 1,267 1,248 1,355 1,400
........................Teaching assistantships 874 927 925 813 777 768 772 878

...........................Other types of support 3,497 3,201 3,195 2,676 2,696 2,660 2,303 2,603

Mechanical engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 12,124 12,177 11,699 10,989 10,509 10,256 9,900 10,157
............................................Fellowships 900 905 923 925 897 836 894 870
..........................................Traineeships 162 210 187 187 165 215 180 142

.......................Research assistantships 4,725 4,742 4,646 4,379 4,238 4,308 4,453 4,588
........................Teaching assistantships 2,146 2,233 2,037 1,900 1,825 1,853 1,748 1,921

...........................Other types of support 4,191 4,087 3,906 3,598 3,384 3,044 2,625 2,636

Other engineering:
...........................................Total, all types 16,158 16,216 15,230 14,543 14,048 13,828 13,925 14,816
............................................Fellowships 1,879 1,882 1,710 1,604 1,483 1,602 1,553 1,876
..........................................Traineeships 273 274 264 328 264 236 253 267

.......................Research assistantships 7,711 7,757 7,643 7,245 6,816 6,791 7,005 7,142
........................Teaching assistantships 1,674 1,670 1,645 1,515 1,454 1,426 1,503 1,702

...........................Other types of support 4,621 4,633 3,968 3,851 4,031 3,773 3,611 3,829

Total, health fields:
...........................................Total, all types 28,962 31,789 34,449 36,836 38,646 40,239 41,618 43,599
............................................Fellowships 1,830 1,944 2,075 2,137 2,397 2,375 2,412 2,635
..........................................Traineeships 5,019 4,847 4,901 4,925 4,673 4,307 4,732 4,811

.......................Research assistantships 3,778 3,754 4,128 4,251 4,104 4,570 4,728 4,958
........................Teaching assistantships 2,387 2,374 2,665 2,720 2,902 3,010 3,023 2,939

...........................Other types of support 15,948 18,870 20,680 22,803 24,570 25,977 26,723 28,256

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


